Peace of Mind:
Your legacy of care
A legacy appeal by Guideposts Trust

The charity with a mission to care for people with Alzheimer's, learning disabilities and mental health problems.

How your Will can help provide care for those who are mentally and physically vulnerable.

Older people with Alzheimer's, individuals with learning disabilities or those who have mental health problems are amongst the most vulnerable in our society.

Alzheimer's and other forms of dementia, learning disabilities and mental health problems are collectively amongst the UK's most prevalent causes of disadvantage and isolation in our society.  In its various forms these illnesses and the way society reacts to them rob people of quality of life.  And often rob them of life itself.  No cure exists for Alzheimer's and while one day it may be beaten, that day is still a long way off.  Until it comes, people affected by this terrible disease need practical help, advice and care now.

Guideposts Trust has worked at the forefront of social care for over 36 years.  Quietly and unobtrusively, Guideposts has developed services for the weakest and most vulnerable in our communities throughout England.

That's why for many people across the country Guideposts means quality care, practical help, and emotional support for the most frail living in our communities.

Today we provide help and guidance nationally to people with Alzheimer's, as well as direct care services throughout a large part of England.

Would you help our work through a gift in your Will?

A gift to Guideposts Trust in your Will would give lasting support to our work.  It enable us to bring dignity to those who are dying, opportunity to those who are disadvantaged and hope to those in despair.

If you already have a Will

If you already have a Will it is very easy to change it to add a charitable bequest.  Very few words are needed to make what is known as a codicil to your Will, altering the provisions slightly without changing your whole Will.  Many people use this simple document to benefit a favourite charity.

If you don't yet have a Will

If you don't yet have a Will, it is advisable to have one drawn up. It is quick and rarely expensive.  Having a legally valid Will is the only way you can ensure that your wishes are fulfilled exactly.  It can also save a lot of heartache for the people you leave behind.  Intestacy – failing to leave a Will – affects many thousands of people every year, yet is so easily avoided.

To find our more about your options for getting a Will drawn up, please send for our free helpful leaflet "Peace of mind: a valid Will is vital".

The kinds of legacy gift you can make

There are three kinds of legacy gift, or bequest, you can leave.

A specific bequest.  If you want to leave a particular item of property to someone or an organisation, your Will should include a specific bequest of that item.  This covers jewellery, investments, furniture or land.

A pecuniary bequest.  You may prefer to leave gifts of money.  These will be called pecuniary bequests – even if the money first has to be realised by your executors selling an item of property.

A residuary bequest.  If you want to benefit family and friends first, then leave to your favourite charities a share of what remains, a residuary bequest takes care of your wishes here.  Your adviser will always ask you what you want to do with "residue" of your estate, so this is well worth thinking about in advance of an appointment.

Please do consider making one of these bequests to Guideposts Trust.

Will you join our Fellowship of Care?

Please accept our invitation to become a member of Guideposts’ Fellowship of Care.  It's our forum for all people interested in caring for others with a gift in their Will.

Many people tell us that the onset of Alzheimer's disease, having their new born baby diagnosed with learning disabilities or suffering a mental breakdown, brings untold suffering into their lives and to their loved ones and carers alike.

If you need support at these times and would like more information on how to join the Fellowship of Care tick the box on the response form in this leaflet and send back to us.

My Legacy of care to the most vulnerable in our society

I am interested in leaving a legacy to Guideposts Trust.  To help me further in my consideration:

Please send me these free helpful guidance leaflets

Peace of mind: your legacy of care of the most vulnerable in our society.  Our helpful guide to supporting Guideposts Trust through your Will.

Please put me in touch with a professional Will writer who can visit me at home.

I have already made up my mind and have included/intend to include a gift to the Guideposts Trust in my Will.  Please enrol me in the Fellowship of Care the Guideposts Trust forum for all people interested in supporting the charity by way of a gift in their Will.
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